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Development - Continued

Substantial progress was made on the PriceWaterhouseCoopers
headquarters building in 2006 and it is scheduled for occupation
by its 1,800 staff in the spring of 2007.

It was confirmed during 2006 that Spencer Dock would be the
venue for the ®400 million National Conference Centre. Due to be
completed in 2011 and designed by veteran Irish architect Kevin
Roche, the building will extend to over 990,000 sq ft and will
include a 2,000-seat conference centre.

Construction began on the K800 million Point Village development,
which includes the expansion of the Point Theatre. The development
will also feature a shopping centre, cinema complex, museum, offices
and a hotel plus a five-storey underground car park. Its signature
building will be the Watchtower, which will rise to 100m over the north
side of the Quays. It will include luxury apartments, office space, a mini
TV and radio studio and a rooftop bar and restaurant with panoramic
views over Dublin Bay and the city.

The Docklands Authority entered into a joint venture with developers
Bernard McNamara and Derek Quinlan to acquire the former Irish Glass
Bottle site in Ringsend for 412 million. Following completion of the
acquisition in January 2007, the site will be developed to provide an
exciting new extension to Docklands and the city.
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The Dublin Port Tunnel was completed and opened at the end of
2006. It is expected to ease the heavy goods traffic in Docklands,

in combination with Dublin City Council’s Heavy Goods Management
Strategy which came into effect in February 2007.

The Minister for Transport signed the rail order for the extension
of the Luas Red Line through Docklands to The Point Village. Work
is due to begin on this line in 2007.

The route for Metro North was agreed in 2006 and this will have
stops on O'Connell Street that will connect with the Luas Red Line.

The Ringsend-to-Pearse Street Quality Bus Corridor (QBC) has been
divided into four phases with three phases already under way and the
fourth at the design stage.

A new rail station (Docklands Station) was completed at Sheriff
Street, just north of Spencer Dock. It is the first new city centre station
since Tara Street was built in 1890 and will deliver improvements
in frequency and capacity on the Maynooth-Dublin commuter line.
The development of the station is part of an overall programme to
dramatically increase rail capacity.

Dublin City Council put out the Dodder Bridge for expression
of interest and the project is expected to go out to tender in 2007.
The Council also began upgrade works to McMahon Bridge at Pearse
Street at the end of 2006.

The Sean O’Casey Bridge, which opened in 2005, was honoured
during the year at the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland
(RIAl) Awards, where it was described as an “elegant combination
of architecture, urban planning, structure and design”.

The Samuel Beckett Bridge, designed by Santiago Calatrava (Macken
Street to Guild Street) was the subject of negotiations between Dublin
City Council and its selected contractor, with construction now set to
commence in 2007.

Significant progress was made on a number of projects during the year,
the most notable being the development of Grand Canal Square, which
is expected to be completed in Spring 2007. Designed by the renowned
landscape artist, Martha Schwartz, the Square features a striking red
carpet effect extending from the theatre site into and over the dock
with red glowing angled light sticks which began being installed before
Christmas 2006.

Another major project is the development of the one-kilometre-
long Royal Canal Linear Park between the IFSC and Spencer Dock. The
French firm of landscape architects, Agence Ter, has been selected to
design the park following a competition in conjunction with the RIAI.
This design, which features a series of floating gardens, is now at the
feasibility stage, with works due to start late 2007.

Artist Martin Richman was commissioned by the Docklands Authority
to design a facade for the new AGI (gas building) on North Wall Quay.
The concept is to create a glass envelope that is both colourful and
reflective during the day and becomes a light beacon on the campshire
at night. He is due to complete the piece in 2007.

The Sutton-to-Sandycove cycle route report has been finalised and
is now with each of the local authorities for implementation. The route
through Docklands will be implemented in conjunction with Dublin
City Council and will be phased, with some of the first stages to be
implemented in 2007.

Given that it may take between two to three years before the Abbey
is on site at George's Dock, the Docklands Authority re-tendered for an
events platform for the duration. SGB was since appointed to build the
new structure, creating a temporary civic space in Docklands.

The Authority is also seeking designs for the new spaces at Chimney
Park and Chocolate Factory Park, both in the Grand Canal Dock area.
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Leisure and Tourism

The Jeanie Johnston was one of the highlights of the third Docklands
Maritime Festival over the June Bank Holiday weekend, which attracted
55,000 visitors to the Docklands. The festival was expanded this year
to include a new arts/entertainment element that featured a range of
street theatre, live music, children’s storytelling and a market of over
100 colourful stalls.

Back on dry land, the ever-popular Annual Docklands Fun Run, 5

which this year was run over a 7.75km course, attracted a record
number (1,200) of runners, joggers and walkers. Summer sunshine
also guaranteed a record entry for the fifth annual Docklands Liffey
Swim, held on 17 June. One hundred and eighty hardy souls came
out to swim the 1,500m course.

This was followed in August by the sell-out Liam Lawton concert,
which was staged at George’s Dock over two nights in front of an
estimated audience of 500 each night. The concert was filmed for
re-broadcast during the 2007 St Patrick’s festivities in the US on
Public Broadcasting Service (PBS).

Rounding off the year was the ‘12 Days of Christmas’ festive market
at George’s Dock. Attended by over 75,000 people, it featured more
than 60 market traders selling decorations, seasonal food and unusual
craft gifts; traditional fairground attractions; carol singing; and a
German theme bar.

During 2006, chqg opened its doors as Dublin’s latest and most stylish
events venue. The first event in February was a major fashion show by
retail group A Wear, which was attended by over 700 guests. With its
natural runway space, chq was also the perfect setting for the Nokia
Designer of the Year Fashion Show, which attracted a crowd of 600
fashion-lovers. Fashion was also the key theme during weekends in
March, May and November when international fashion company
Billion Dollar Babes turned chq into a shopper’s paradise with over
3,000 eager bargain-hunters attending each weekend.

A diverse range of events followed throughout the year, from
conferences to major launches for Lexus, Budweiser, the Ryder Cup
and Channel 6. By the year-end, the venue had hosted over 70
events attended by some 12,000 guests.
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