
Leisure and tourism
Events/Arts
The second Docklands Maritime Festival was staged mid-June
and brought more than 40,000 visitors to the area to witness an
impressive fleet of nine historic tall ships including the Gallant,
the Prince William, the Phoenix, Bessie Ellen, the Iris and the 
Jeanie Johnston.

Also for the second time, the Docklands was the setting for the
Dublin Fringe Festival’s Spiegeltent. Located on the platform at
George’s Dock in the IFSC the event attracted over 11,000 visitors
over a three week period.

The Docklands Authority sponsored the Docklands Shakespeare
Festival in July, which was brought to Dublin by Harry Crosbie and
performed by the Footsbarn Travelling Theatre Company.With 
sell-out performances over the six week period, it is estimated 
that audience figures reached in the order of 11,000–12,000.

The first significant Docklands Christmas event brought the year
to a suitably seasonal close.The ‘12 Days of Christmas’ at George’s
Dock featured over 40 market traders in beautifully decorated
stands selling Christmas decorations, seasonal food and unusual
crafts and gifts.As part of the festive atmosphere, there were 
traditional fairground attractions, carol singing and plenty more
Christmas entertainment for the 16,000-strong crowd over the 
12 day period.

The St Patrick’s Festival in March attracted over 117,000 visitors 
to the Liffey quaysides for the spectacular SkyFest fireworks display.
The Docklands Authority also funded the Luminarium, a giant inflat-
able maze at George’s Dock which was enjoyed by 6,000 visitors.

The Docklands Fun Run continued to grow in popularity with 
1,100 runners, joggers and walkers taking to the streets of Docklands
in 2005. Staged as part of the international conference on cycling,
Velo-City, the inaugural Docklands Cycle started got off to a good
start with 1,000-plus cyclists of all ages enjoying an evening cycle
around Docklands and the city centre.

The Docklands Authority hosted a lecture by world-renowned
architect Daniel Libeskind in association with the Royal Institute 
of the Architects of Ireland and the Royal Town Planning Institute.
Libeskind’s lecture was attended by over 200 architectural practi-
tioners where he presented his designs for the Grand Canal Theatre.

In 2005, the Docklands Authority appointed an Arts Manager,
Mary McCarthy, to deliver the Docklands Arts Strategy which
includes a competition for a major piece of sculpture or public 
art work on the riversides and a wide range of interventions and 
initiatives aimed at using art to elevate the place and the people 
of Docklands.
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Sean Flynn from Galway seeing Dublin from a different angle 
on-board the new Liffey Voyage tour service.17:40



River Regeneration
In September, the Docklands Authority acquired the famine 
replica ship, the Jeanie Johnston.The ship was moored at Dublin 
City Moorings while a plan for operation in 2006 was being devel-
oped.The vessel’s acquisition is part of the Docklands Authority’s
River Regeneration Strategy which aims to bring life back to the
River Liffey.

The Liffey Voyage tour service was launched by the Lord Mayor 
of Dublin, Councillor Catherine Byrne, in September.The 48-seater
Swedish-built vessel, Spirit of Docklands, arrived in Dublin in June
and now operates between the city centre and the Docklands,
exploring the historical sights and landmarks along the River Liffey.
The service got off to an encouraging start, carrying some 6,000
passengers between October and December.

The recently upgraded facility at Dublin City Moorings was back 
in operation and accommodated over 200 private yachts in 2005.
The new heavy-duty pontoons can take vessels up to 1,000 tonnes
with draughts up to 4.3 metres.

Some 59 cruise-liners visited Dublin with 19 taking berths on Sir
John Rogerson’s Quay during the year. Other visiting ships included
naval vessels from Germany and the Netherlands, as well as tall
ships Artemis and Thalassa, also from the Netherlands.

Finance
In the year to 31 December 2005, Grand Canal Harbour was 
the primary income source for the Authority and generated the bulk 
of the annual turnover of ¤37.1 million.

‘Not-for-profit’ spend amounted to ¤9.4 million and was directed
at public realm works to the riverside including the provision of 
new mooring facilities, costs of completion of the new Sean O’Casey
Bridge, and other amenity schemes in the Docklands area. ¤2.3
million was spent on community development programmes and
CDPI grant aided projects.

The net result for the year before discretionary spend was an
operating surplus after interest of ¤18.4 million reflecting in 
particular a significant increase in revenues from Grand Canal
Harbour over the previous year.When ‘not-for-profit’ spend is
accounted for this falls to a surplus of ¤8.9 million.

Net worth at the year-end stood at ¤106.9 million with Grand
Canal Harbour and chq being the two primary assets of the
Authority.This compares with ¤22.5 million at May 1997 when 
the Authority was formed, with the significant increase in value
being generated from our strategy of acquiring, improving and
releasing for development strategic sites in the area. Cash balances
at year-end stood at ¤24 million which will be fully utilised in 
the coming year to fund our ambitious programme of targeted 
commercial interventions, continuing public realm enhancements
and infrastructure works.

The asset base of the Authority remains strong and will allow 
us to continue to deliver on the many elements of the Docklands
Project as we move forward.

Customer Action Plan
Having developed a Customer Action Plan in 2004, the
Authority published its Customer Charter in September of that year.
Since then, a number of steps have been taken to advance many of
the key elements of the Plan including the appointment of a Quality
Customer Services Officer, updates to the Authority’s website,
improvement in design and content of our newsletter, Docklands
News, and roll-out of an upgraded electronic filing system. Other
important elements remain to be delivered and will be the focus 
for the Quality Management group within the Authority.
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