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Display board inside the school door welcoming people to our "Words Week'"

-+ St. Laurence O'Toole’s -
Senior Girls’ School

INtroduction

St. Laurence O’Toole’s Senior Girls School has been serving the community
of North Wall for over 150 years. Situated at the junction of Seville Place and
Sheriff Street, our school has a long tradition of academic success, sporting
achievement and educational fulfilment. In the 1840s, our school had over 350
students on the roll. However, the decline in the docks and other economic
factors has led to depopulation of the area. As a result today we have 86 girls
on our roll from second class to sixth. Most of our students have a strong
family link with the school which goes back over many generations. It is this pride
in our past and confidence in our future which makes us all very proud to be
‘Larrier Girls’.
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School Crest

Our school crest was designed in 2000 by sixth class incorporated. Our crest adorns our school tracksuit and
student Nathalie Delaney and symbolizes all that is good schootlsports-jerseys=itrerminds us of our talents and how
and positive in our area. The many hobbies and pursuits proud we are to be from Sheriff Street.

of the girls are depicted including sport, music and
reading. Symbols of Dublin, Ireland and peace are also

School Mural

Our school mural was again designed by a student, in 2001. Emma Byrne,
a fifth class student won an in-school competition and the mural now
greets every visitor to our school as they ascend the stairs. Our school
crest is again shown and also paintings of various aspects of school and
Sheriff Street life. Our school is rooted in the community and our school
mural illustrates that quite vividly.

History of St. Laurence
O'"Toole's School

By Phil Hynes

It all started in 1717. Before this date this whole area was under water.
At that time the Liffey was flowing down where Pearse Street is to-day
near "Waste-Land-Row" and joining the River Dodder at Ringsend.

The Dublin Corporation started building the North Wall and East Wall to
confine and deepen the bed of the river. They would then own the land
which would be reclaimed. This work was finished in 1728. (See Brooking's
map of Dublin, published in 1728.)

This parish then is relatively new. It had the name "Newfoundland" until
fairly recently. In the Civic Records its official title was " The North Lotts".
The members of Dublin Corporation drew lots for dividing the reclaimed
land, hence the name. For the rest of the century very little work was done
by way of drainage.

In the 1840's the railways were built. This fact is worthy of note as it
brought a huge influx of workers into the area. This brought an increase
of population and consequently an increase in demand for schools and
education in the area.

Peer Tutoring — 6th class girls reading with the
3rd class girls.

EExc-p

Ms Nagle, the principal, introducing
Senator Cyprian Brady to the 3rd class.



Stacie Doolan, 6th class, was drawn on the

The generosity of Charles Kennedy (whose coffin is in the vault) was very
welcome at this time. He gave a plot of land, triangular in shape and
20,000 square feet in area to the then Archbishop of Dublin. Archbishop
Hamilton donated £3,000 plus the piece of land beside the church to
provide the area with new schools.

On 18th April 1847 the first stone of the new schools was laid. They were
finished in November 1848. Two rooms were available and devoted to the
girls. The third was a temporary chapel where Mass was celebrated twice
on Sundays and once every week day. When the new church was
completed on 24th June 1850 the temporary chapel in the school was
discontinued. The first parish priest and manager of the school was
Fr. Michael Farrington P.P.

In the eighteenth century the traffic through the port was increasing
and the population in the area increased as a result. Commons Street
was a well-to-do area at the time. There were quite a few hotels and
boarding houses here and at the quay front. Sheriff Street was then a good
shopping area. It had grocers, green grocers, butchers, a dairy,
newsagents, a station and a post office. With the growth of population
there was an increasing demand for houses. Unfortunately, the supply did
not meet the demand. Many big houses became tenements in the early
part of the twentieth century. This lowered the social status of the area.

In 1941 Dublin Corporation started to build the flats i.e. St. Laurence's
Mansions, St. Brigid's Gardens and Phil Shanahan House. The corporation
used the vacancies that occurred in the flats to house families at risk.
In the 1940's there were 350 on roll.

Pressure was put on the education system which was ill-equipped to deal
with the many social problems at the time. Classes were big, expectations
were high and discipline was difficult to maintain.

In the 1950's and for a few following decades unemployment was very
high in the area. This was due to containerisation in the docks. As usual
life on the street was reflected in the classroom. In those days education
was not appreciated or held very high on the priority list. There was a real
gap between the "educators" and the "learners" and life was difficult for
all concerned.

In 1984 a major job of renovation was carried on the school. Only the
outer shell of the original building still remains.

Senator Cyprian Brady reading to the
3rd class.

Arthur Flynn reading to the 3rd class.

oom white-board by illustrator Ruth Ryan
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School Sports:

Gaelic Football

Our school is renowned throughout Dublin (and further
afield) for our prowess on the Gaelic football field. Despite
having only been introduced to Gaelic football
a mere three years ago, we have been unbeaten in all
competitions since November 2000! In that we have won
two Cumann na mBunscol titles and an Inner-City Cup

trophy with a highly impressive 4-3 to 1-3 victory over
Scoil Lorcan from Monkstown.

Our success brought national media attention, being
featured on RTE Six-One news and Nuacht TG4 (not to
forget an impressive action study of Stacey Doolan in the

title. Our most recent success was in Croke Park last
December when our girls retained their Corn an Chladaigh

Irish Examiner). This is how the Evening Herald described
the action:

~ &k ...there was some good news for O’Toole’s as
their girl's side won the Corn an Chladaigh.
Stacey Doolan was the star performer for the
Sheriff St side as they beat Naomh Lorcain,
Monkstown 4-3 to 1-3. Doolan scored 3-2 and
caused problems for Scoil Lorcain all afternoon.
O’Toole’s manager was full of praise for his team
who overcame tough conditions to get to the final.
"...we put in an awful lot of effort and it’s a great
day for the school and for everyone in the area". 1

Our girls are heavily involved with our local GAA club St. Joseph’s / OCB
and Larrier girls dominate both the under 12s and under 14s line-up.
One student who plays for both sides is Emma Byrne. Emma was chosen
for the Dublin U-12 squad this year and won a Leinster championship
winners medal in June.

School-Club (Sheriff Youth Club) Soccer Link.

With this close school-club link we are all hoping for more success in Michelle Kane and Olivia O'Toole hold the jersey.

the future!!

~  Soccer

Two of our more famous past-pupils are current senior Internationals
with the Irish Ladies soccer team. Michelle Kane and Olivia O’Toole
(who is Irish captain) train our school team and the girls absolutely love it!
With enthusiastic support from our local club, Sheriff Y.C., our school
is continuing the strong soccer tradition in the North Inner City. Every child
in the school receives quality soccer coaching and our school boasts two
soccer teams — a senior and a junior side.

Our school founded the Junior Inner-City Cup in 2002 for the development
of soccer amongst the children of the inner-city.

School Senior Soccer Team 2001/02
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